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Greetings. With everyone's support, 
my first comic has been published. 
I'm ecstatic. Speaking of ecstatic, 
the first time | won an award for one 
of my manga, | was so happy | was 
flying high. But this time is 10 times 
better than that. | don’t know how 
to say it, but this is the happiest 
moment of my life. But | guess I'm 
happiest knowing that this comic will 
be read and enjoyed. Yup, that's it! 
—Masashi Kishimoto, 2000 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (“mechanism”). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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This is the very first sketch of Naruto that I drew. 
It was for a one-shot story in the Japanese 
Weekly Shonen Vump's special seasonal edition, 
Akamaru Sump. Notice that he wears boots 
instead of zori (traditional Japanese sandals). 


In the one-shot story, Marużo wasn't а ninja comic 
at all, but just about magic and sorcery. Even though 
the setup was completely different from the current 
storyline, it was the very first character-driven 
manga that | ever drew, and | liked the character so 
| decided to keep using him. But drawing the goggles 
each time was a pain! That's why | came up with the 
idea for the ninja A/ta/-ate (headband). 
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(Forehead 
Band) 


23 
Ka, 


КД. Can be worn 
VW either as a 
/ headband, or a 
cover for the 
entire head. 


Makimono Pouch 
(Scroll Pouch) 
The classic Konohagakure pouch, 
worn on both the right and left 
sides of the vest. Scrolls, medicine 
Хү and ninja tools are extracted from 
the bottom of the pouches. 


Shuriken Holster 
Worn in a spot which 
allows the shuriken to be 
drawn quickly. 


$ 
- 
Ф 
ალ 
C 
= 
= 
3. 


= 


<< 
= 
60 
© 
G 
ы 
Ф 
= 
є 
шш 


SS 


EXCUSE 
ME, MAY 
IPASS? 


SAKURA. | 

A TOTAL ВАВЕ, 
BUT THAT'S 

THE PROBLEM... 


«й 


UCHIHA SASUKE! 
THINKS HE'S 
SO COOL. 


ІНАТЕ 
THAT GUY! 


NSS 


ANNAN 


DN 7% 
სთ. ს ቂር 9 СИА 


— а _ @. 


===. 


> 

d 4 
= СЕ + 
22 URS“ 


22 


СО 


STUDENTS 
OF NINJUTSU,| 
BUT FULL- 


… WHO WILL GUIDE — ” THE NEXT 
AND COACH YOU STEP 15 THE 
AS YOU BECOME N ASSIGNMENT 
FAMILIAR WITH ს. т OF OFFICIAL 
YOUR VARIOUS \ Y DUTIES TO 
ASSIGNMENTS. 7 لد‎ YOU ALL ОМ 
223 BEHALF OF 
OUR VILLAGE. 


წ 


SO LONG AS I'M IT'S PERFECT! 
PARTNERED WITH | KNOW THEY'LL TEAM 


SAKURA... 
VLL TAKE ANYBODY 


ME UP WITH SASUKE! 


ELSE... 
EXCEPT SASUKE!! 


READ 
«ка 
THREE МАМ CELLS? 


SOUNDS LIKE TWO 
TOO MANY... 


| MADE THE 
SELECTIONS 
SO THAT EACH 


/ 
MASTER 
„7 IRUKA!! WHAT 
WERE YOU 
THINKING ОБ, 
SADOLING 
AMOST 
EXCELLENT 
SHINOBI LIKE 
MYSELF... 


THE IDEA 15 
TO BALANCE 
YOUR DIFFERENT 
STRENGTHS... 
THAT'S 
WHY YOU 
ENDED UP 
TOGETHER! 


3NAE 


ሽሩ 
IS: 
«< 


OK, EVERYONE. 
ILL BE 
INTRODUCING 
YOUR SENIOR 
NINJUTSU 
INSTRUCTORS 
THIS 


«й 


DOWN, 
ገ IDIOT! 


| SOSHORT- 2 
7 CHANGED $ 


THE ONLY ' 
PART — 
OF ME _ 
THAT'S SS | 
SIZED SS" 
IS MY 


IM 50 SELF-CONSCIOUS 


ABOUT IT! 
ES /мнен 
15 


= 
š 
š 


62 


READ 
« TeK 
WAY 


jill, 


NULL) / 
NP, 


CED) X м |с 
DREAMS RB ЖЕ DREAMING = 


A 
"Са ЧҮ: 


| CAN'T STAND 
TO HAVE НІМ 

ANYWHERE 
NEAR ME! 


<< 


22 


FASHIONED 
BOY! 


«й 


HE DOESN'T HAVE ТО 


YOU KNOW... 
BECAUSE HE 
NEVER HAD 
ANY 
PARENTS? 


ANSWER TO ANYONE, 

И | EVER, AND IT'S MADE 
HIM COMPLETELY SELFISH!!! 

IF | DID THE KINDS OF 

THINGS HE GETS AWAY 
WITH, MY PARENTS WOULD 

GROUND ME FOR LIFE! 

AN 

DON'T YOU ENVY 

HIM BEING ALONE, 


NOT HAVING 
PARENTS NAG 
AT YOU ALL 
THE TIME? 


WITHOUT 
FAMILIES 
ALWAYS 
GROW UP 
SELFISH. 


«< 


| 


Y 
WËSCH 
KS ONE- 

TVEIMAGENENT. J 


ХООСОН 
SSA 


HE'S CLUMSY, 
BUT YOU'RE 
THE BEST 
CHOICE 
ТО WATCH HIM. 
YOU HAVE A 
TALENT FOR 
SNIFFING 
THINGS OUT! 


THIS COULO BE 
A TERRIBLE 
MISSION, BUT... 


WHAT'S MORE, 
ANOTHER MEMBER 
-| OF THE CELL YOU 
5 4 SHALL OVERSEE WILL 
BE SASUKE, OF THE 
UCHIHA CLAN. 
BEST OF LUCK! 


The picture on the right 
is from Karakuri 
("mechanism"), the first 
story | submitted to 
Weekly Shonen Jump. 
Karakuri won the Hop 
Step Award for new 
manga artists, which 
allowed me to get 
picked up by my current 
editor and helped me 
begin my journey down 
the road of a manga 
artist. It's a manga 
that brings back a lot 
of memories for me. 
But, man, the hero sure 
does have intensely 
terrifying eyes. 


The picture on the right 
is another one from the 
first manga | published 
in Weekly Shonen 
Jump...that'e right, 
Karakuri! But when the 
reader polle came in, ite 
popularity was rock 
bottom! Still, this 
manga also brings back 
a lot of memories for 
me. 
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THE MAKING OF NARUTO!!! 
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ENTIRE 
VILLAGE. 


The Kakashi That Might Have Been 


The Rejected Outline for 
the Second Chapter 


My original plan for Kakashi's first appearance was to have him show up in the 
second chapter of Naruto (see page #61). He was meant to be a cool, affected, 
upper-level ninja who ended sentences (in the original Japanese) with the very 
polite “де gozaru" verb form.This was going to be before Sakura and Sasuke had 
been introduced. Kakashi would suddenly appear on the scene as Naruto's 
teacher. This idea was discarded after a discussion with my editor at Weekly 
Shonen Jump.As an outgrowth of things we discussed together, | was able to 

flesh out Kakashi, Sasuke, and Sakura into the characters they are today. 
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AN ANECDOTE by Masashi Kishimoto 


Coming from the country, | grew up surrounded by the beauties of 
nature, trees, plants, and open ground. So moving to Tokyo was guite 
a shock. There was hardly a plant or a natural setting to be found. I 
had to do something to create the country atmosphere and keep 
myself from feeling homesick. Something that would soothe me 
enough that | could concentrate on creating good manga. So | decid- 
ed to buy a houseplant for my desk. 

Kishimoto: “From now on, you're my partner!” 

| even gave my plant a name: Ukki-kun, as in "Mr. Ukki.” 

Kishimoto: “Well, Ukki, you look very shiny and green 


today!” 

Ukki: *......... зі 

Kishimoto: “IL was a good day for photosynthesis, huh?” 
Ukki: “......... » 


Kishimoto: “Today I’m going to give you an excellent 
fertilizer for vigorous growth!" 

We were a super-team. 

Assistant A: “What is this, Mr. Kishimoto? How did your 
plant get all dried out?" 

Kishimoto: "What are you saying?! | gave Ukki the best 
care!" 

Assistant A: "You mean this? This fertilizer is 
concentrated, so you need to dilute it a lot. Oh no! You 
mean you didn't dilute іс?!" 

Sigh... 
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“number 6: 
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Not Sasuke 


«й 


A 


ЖАЗДА р à IT'S THE 


= , THIRD ARTICLE 
E OF THE; 2 ٢ ° IN THE FIRST 
гт TECHNIQUE бо 1 SCROLLOF 
15 ТО MAKE IT ጨ- NINJUTSU! 
LOOKAS THOUGH 4 
| | YOUVE BEEN , 7 
- STRUCK, იდან 77, bi | | ; 
IN THE INTERVAL;/ “ሪው” ያ I دو‎ "WITH ONE OF 
STRIKE BACKS. l- e | | С THE PLANTS, 
223 2 Е : 


THAT SO-CALLED 
ELITE SHINOBI 
TRADED PLACES 


Е 7 7 
Ха 22 ONLY DID НЕХ 
с ТЕ АМ Ж DOPPELGANGERS. 


“OPTICAL ILLUSION 
| | BUT HE USED 
NARUTO'S ACTUAL | 
| ATTACK... 

| AGAINST HIM. 


Ө, 
eh “ 


« 
> (ه 


ას 


"T DRO alt N : 
ここ ニン “ ኒ 
THE НЕМ’ 
შერ... 


š) THAT'S WHY 
ЗІ VA SAYING IT. 


イル ルル テッ N ^j > 
MP мир ICC I 
LA = "Май. 


መሙ ^ | 


HEUSED 


AGAIN... AND І 
JUST GAVE 


ANDIFELL 
FORIT LIKE 


oMASĪER-T 


SHI 
MUST HAVE 
«20: ` 


MEANINGS,” 
M - 


დ 


KERK 


SECOND 
NINJUTSU 
SKILL - 


w 4%, 


Si 


hd 
p 


Е BEEN 
USING THE 
АКТ OF 
IĒLUSIOŅ.... 


IF THAT WAS 


HE MAY HAVE 
BEATEN HER... 


NARUTO 
STAFF 


KAZISA 


TAKAHASHI 


IKEMOTO | / “ 


YAHAGI 


Kishimoto and his assistants work together to create Naruto for the Japanese 
Weekly Shonen Jump magazine. ..20 pages a week! 
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لس سا DIT‏ 


>> THE STRENGTH \ ሠ 
d ОРТНЕ 


Ч / / # 
Ge 
> 
2 > у ; | x 


READ 


THIS: 


„WHILE WE'RE 
FIGHTING! 


THAT SKILL IS 


BEYOND THE CAPACITY 
OF ANY NOVICE... 

HIS CHAKRA SHOULDN'T 
HAVE DEVELOPED 


ENOUGH YET 
T! 


ASYOUPREDICTED HUE 
> | 
ኣ 


LESSON NUMBER 


«й 


YOUKNOW > 
WHAT THEY SAY! 
THENAILTHAT OH, 
STICKS UP IS 

er WELL! 


«< 


· Д HONESTLY 
BELIEVE 


| YOU CAN 
ILL GET ONE 
TAKE AOF THOSE 


EVEN IF WE 
COULON'T 
MANAGE IT 
THIS TIME... 

I'M SURE, 
NEXT TIME, 

IFWE GIVE 
ITOURALL.. 4 


«< 


| HAVE ТО 

BECOME 
STRONGER 
THAN НЕ 15... 


ТНЕКЕ 5 
SOMEONE 
I HAVE 
SWORN... 


Oh, yeah! II ME? 

Love conquis al, aj AFTER 
აბ Я WAY I 

2 FAINTED?! 
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TO BE CONTINUED... 


